INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION

COMMITTEE FOR THE REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION OF
MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION
1ST MEETING
Antigua, Guatemala; 14:30
24 September 2010
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Approval of the minutes of the 10th meeting of the Working Group on
Compliance
Compliance with IATTC measures in 2009
National reports
Unique Vessel Identifiers for tuna vessels
Other business
Recommendations for the Commission
Adjournment

COR-01-06
COM-10-05

The first meeting of the Committee for the Review of Implementation of Measures Adopted by the
Commission was held in Antigua, Guatemala, on 24 September 2010. The attendees are listed in
Appendix 1.
1. Opening of the meeting
The meeting was called to order by the Director of the IATTC, Dr. Guillermo Compeán.
2. Election of Chair
Mr. David Hogan, of the United States, was elected Chair.
3. Future of the Permanent Working Group on Compliance established under the 1949 IATTC
convention
Mr. Brian Hallman, Deputy Director of the IATTC, made a brief introduction of this agenda item,
followed by the chair’s explanation of how the functions of the Working Group on Compliance will be
addressed through the new Implementation Committee, and how the two subsidiary bodies could move
forward in their operations together.
4. Adoption of the agenda
The provisional agenda was adopted without revision.
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5. Approval of the minutes of the 10th Meeting of the Working Group on Compliance
The minutes of the 10th Meeting were adopted without revision.
6. Compliance with IATTC measures in 2009
Mr. Ernesto Altamirano presented Document COR-01-06 on compliance with IATTC resolutions in
2009. He noted that the report included data from IATTC and national program observers from a total of
713 trips, and that it reviewed compliance with the resolutions on fish-aggregating devices, the capacity
of the tuna fleet in the eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO), at-sea reports, data provision, bycatch, vessel
monitoring systems, northern albacore tuna, conservation of sharks, and the tuna conservation program in
the EPO.
6.1. Resolution on bycatch (C-04-05):
6.1.1.

Sea turtles

Regarding sea turtles, it was noted that in 2009 there were 852 sets involving 1,036 sea turtles, compared
to 1,152 sets involving 2,011 sea turtles in 2008. Of the 1,036 turtles involved in 2008, 88% were released
unharmed and 4% escaped, so 92% of the turtles involved suffered no adverse effects from the fishery.
Observers recorded 43 turtles released slightly injured and 8 released severely injured, as well as 10 turtle
mortalities.
The discussion of section 2.1.1.a included consideration of the increase in the number of sea turtles killed,
up from 3 in 2008 to 10 in 2009. The United States asked whether any information was available on three
of the turtles reported to have been passed through the power block, and in particular, whether such action
was intentional. The Secretariat reported that this information was not available in its records.
Consideration of notification procedures of the Commission led to a discussion of the value of the
development of a document to outline the criteria for identifying and notifying members of major
violations that may have been committed by their vessels and that require timely formal notification to
members. The Committee considered that, in the development of such a document, the Secretariat could
take into consideration the criteria for major violations contained in the Commission’s procedures for
including vessels in its IUU List (Resolution C-05-07). Members were advised that such formal
notification is complementary to their responsibility to review and analyze the reports by observers for
trips by their vessels in order to fulfill their responsibilities as flag States to identify and adjudicate
possible violations themselves.
6.1.2.

Sharks

Regarding sharks (section 2.1.1.b), observers reported 3,367 sets in 2009 in which 29,154 sharks were
involved. Of these, 3,569 were released alive, 9,770 were discarded, and 15,415 were retained. In 14 of
the 432 trips for which a Compliance Report (RDC) was completed, 184 sharks were ‘finned’ (their fins
were cut off, and the rest of the shark discarded), down from 1,264 in 2008.
The European Union asked for an explanation of high levels of retention of sharks, and indicated that
there may be some contradiction in the relevant resolutions relating to sharks (C-04-05 and C-05-03)
which both prohibit retention and establish conditions for landings, respectively. The Committee
discussed this circumstance, and agreed that these resolutions should be examined with a view to
harmonizing them and also that amendments should be considered to improve survivability of sharks
taken in the fisheries in the EPO.
Mexico explained that the retention of sharks caught by its vessels may result from their fishing further
south; also, the resolution is not clear regarding the prohibition on retaining sharks, since it has the
exception for retaining sharks for consumption. Mexico also indicated that, despite these factors, the
national authorities will be examining the situation with regard to the retention reported by the Secretariat.
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6.2. Resolution on fish-aggregating devices (C-99-07)
In section 2.2 of the report, the staff indicated that it had received no reports of transshipments at sea in
2009, nor of the use of tender vessels in the fishery on fish-aggregating devices (FADs). Colombia
expressed its opinion that the Commission, in its plenary session, should take steps to improve
management of FADs in the EPO.
6.3. Resolution on at-sea reporting (C-03-04)
The staff reported that the reporting rate in 2009, 96.6%, was the same as in 2008, which was an
improvement over 2007 (90%) and prior years.
6.4. Conservation of tunas (C-09-01):
6.4.1.

Compliance with the principal closures for purse-seine vessels

The staff reported on the compliance issues associated with the actions of Colombia relative to the closure
periods established in Resolution C-09-01. The Colombian measure required each one of its vessels to
stop fishing for 49 consecutive days at any time during the year, whereas the resolution calls for vessels to
cease fishing for 59 consecutive days during two specified periods. Colombia had notified the Secretariat
of the dates of the stoppages observed by nine of its 11 Class-6 vessels.
The information available to the Secretariat regarding Colombian Class-6 vessels, based on observer
reports, indicated that four vessels stopped fishing for 59 days or more, and the other seven for less than
59 days. One vessel, the Marta Lucía R, stopped fishing for 43 days. Two Class-5 Colombian vessels
were assigned 30-day stoppages, but no information was presented regarding whether the vessels abided
by these measures, but both were at sea during both the closure periods established in Resolution C-0901.
Colombia explained the circumstances of the implementation of its measure, referring to the legal
difficulty that arose because, in the absence of a Commission measure adopted in advance of 2009, its
national authorities had established a measure for that year, as reported in previous communications to the
Commission. Colombia also stated that the information presented by the Secretariat regarding the
stoppages by its vessels was incorrect. The Chair requested that Colombia present a report to the
Commission indicating the different information, as well as the specific dates of the closures assigned to
the vessels that had not previously been provided. Colombia also stated that the measures in effect for its
fleet in 2010 were those of Resolution C-09-01.
The Secretariat reported that two Class-6 vessels fished during a closure, three vessels made trips without
an observer during a closure, and one other did not remain in port during a closure. Also, three vessels
fished in the offshore area during the closure of that area.
Bolivia was not present to address the actions of the vessel Mar Cantábrico, which was reported to have
been at sea during both closure periods in 2009.
Panama reported that the vessel La Parrula, reported in Table 2.14 as having made sets during the
closure, would be sanctioneh. Panama also reported that the vessel was no longer in the EPO but in the
Atlantic Ocean.
Ecuador reported that an administrative proceeding had been initiated against the vessel Ocean Lady,
which had been reported as making trips during both closure periods prior to its flag and capacity was
communicated to the Secretariat for its inclusion in the Regional Register..
Regarding the vessels of Ecuador, Panama and Venezuela that were reported in Table 2.15 as being at sea
during a closure, Ecuador reported that administrative proceedings had been initiated against the vessels
Ingalápagos and Ignacio Mar I.
Section 2.4.2 of the report described three incidents of vessels not complying with the closure of the
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offshore area. Ecuador reported that an administrative proceeding is ongoing for the vessel Lizi. Mexico
reported that a procedure had been initiated for the vessel Nair, and Panama indicated a procedure is
ongoing for the vessel Julie L.
6.4.2.

Limitation on longline catch

Regarding the bigeye catch limits, none of the reported catches exceeded the established limits.
6.4.3.

Resolution on northern albacore tuna

Upon review of Section 2.5 of the report, the United States indicated that, although its catches were
initially reported for the entire Pacific, a supplemental report had been submitted with reporting for the
EPO only.
6.5. Resolution on fleet capacity (C-02-03)
In reviewing section 2.6 of the report, the Committee considered seven vessels that fished in the EPO in
2009 while not on the Regional Vessel Register and thus in contravention of Resolution C-02-03.
The European Union stated that in some cases these vessels could be considered, or were in fact
nominated as, IUU vessels and would be discussed in the Joint Working Group on fishing by non-Parties
in that context.
Ecuador reported on the situation with regard to its vessels, indicating that the circumstances of the Tuna I
and the Ignacio Mar result from a dispute over capacity between Ecuador and Panama. Ecuador reported
that the Cap. Tino B and Ocean Lady had administrative proceedings pending.
Panama reported that the inclusion of the vessel Tunamar involved extensive circumstances and would be
discussed in the Joint Working Group.
Colombia stated that it had provided an explanation of the circumstances of the Marta Lucía R and
Dominador I at previous meetings, and that its position remains the same. Colombia also reiterated that it
wanted the Commission to discuss how to resolve this issue in the context of Resolution C-02-03.
Regarding the vessels reported as having changed their capacity, Ecuador reported that the increase in the
capacity of the Doña Roge had been done using capacity from a sunken vessel, and that a report on the
Ricky A would be provided to the Joint Working Group. The situation with the Tarqui was reported to
have legal complications, and Ecuador undertook to advise the Committee on this case in the future.
6.6. Resolution on data provision (C-03-05)
The staff reported that the requirements of this resolution are being met with regard to purse-seine
vessels, but some of the reports from the longline fishery had not been submitted. Troll fishery data has
been submitted. The report stated that data reporting called for in other resolutions is also not always
being submitted in a timely and/or comprehensive manner. Japan commented that, while it has been
submitting information in a timely way, it is concerned about the lack of data collection and reporting.
7. National reports
No national reports were submitted other than the specific cases addressed in the discussions of other
areas of the report. The Chair indicated that, at the next meeting of the Committee, members should
report on actions taken regarding 2008 and 2009 violations or other issues that had been identified.
Based on the comments of several delegations, the Chair also requested that the annual compliance report
and responses by members be provided for consideration well in advance of the meetings of the
Committee, in order to foster more productive and effective work within the Committee.
8. Unique Vessel Identifiers for tuna vessels
The Secretariat presented Document COM-10-05, describing the work undertaken by the tuna RFMOs to
develop a system of Unique Vessel Identifiers (UVIs) for tuna vessels. The Committee agreed that the
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Commission staff should continue its work to develop the system, including meeting with other tuna
RFMO staff at the margins of the next meeting of the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI).
9. Other business
There was no other business.
10. Recommendations for the Commission
The Committee recommends that the Commission:
a. Explore the steps necessary to dissolve the Joint Working Group and allocate its functions to the
Committee and the International Review Panel of the AIDCP, as appropriate, including
examining any necessary changes to rules of procedure or terms of reference. A concrete
proposal could be considered at the Commission level, and the Chair committed to develop one.
b. Examine any changes needed to reconcile the resolutions related to sharks in order to avoid
contradictions, and also incorporate any changes necessary to improve the survivability of sharks
in the fisheries in which they are caught.
c. Approve the proposed course of action for the staff to continue work on UVIs.
11. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned.

Anexo 1.

ATTENDEES - ASISTENTES
BELIZE -BELICE
Abilio Dominguez
IMMARBE/International Merchant Marine Registry of Belize
abilio@immarbe.com

CANADA - CANADÁ
Lauren Donihee
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
lauren.donihee@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

COLOMBIA
Carlos Robles*
Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural
carlos.robles@minagricultura.gov.co
Vladimir Puentes
Ministerio de Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo Territorial
vpuentes@minambiente.gov.co

Diego Canelos
Seatech International, Inc.
dcanelos@seatechint.net
Alejandro Londoño
Asociación Nacional de Empresarios de Colombia
alondono@andi.com.co
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Armando Hernández
Programa Nacional de Observadores de Colombia
dirpescalimpia@cable.net.co

COSTA RICA
Luís Dobles*
INCOPESCA/Instituto Costarricense de Pesca y Acuicultura
ludora@ice.co.cr
Bernal Chavarría*
Ministerio de Agricultura
bchavarria@bcvabogados.com

Asdrúbal Vásquez*
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería
vazqueza1@ice.co.cr
José Carvajal
INCOPESCA
carva77@gmail.com

ECUADOR
Luís Torres*
Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros
luis.torres@pesca.gov.ec
Rafael Trujillo
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería
direjec@camaradepesqueria.com

Luigi Benincasa
ATUNEC/Asociación de Atuneros del Ecuador
luigibenincasa@gmail.com

EL SALVADOR
Sonia Salaverría*
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería – CENDEPESCA
sonia.salaverria@mag.gob.svelsy.sorto@mag.gob.sv
Raúl Aguilar
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería – CENDEPESCA
raguilar@mag.gob.sv

Elsy Sorto
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería - CENDEPESCA
Carlos Sánchez
CALVO Pesca - Grupo Calvo
carlos.sanchez@calvo.es

EUROPEAN UNION - UNION EUROPEA
Roberto Cesari*
European Commission
roberto.cesari@ec.europa.eu
Marco D’Ambrosio*
European Commission
marco.dambrosio@ec.europa.eu

Santiago Neches
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, Medio Rural y Marino
neches@mapausa.org
Javier Aríz
Instituto Español de Oceanografía
javier.ariz@ca.ieo.es

FRANCE - FRANCIA
Jonathan Lemeunier*
Ministere de l ' agriculture et de la peche
jonathan.lemeunieer@agriculture.gouv.fr

GUATEMALA
Jorge Girón*
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
jgiron@maga.gob.gt
Hugo Alsina*
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
hugo@alsina-et-al.org
Bryslie Cifuentes*
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
brysliec@hotmail.com
Estrella Marroquín*
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
estrellamarroquin@hotmail.com
Jassmine Andaraus
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
unipesca04@yahoo.com.mx

Henry Hernández
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
unipesca04@yahoo.com.mx
Juan Hernández
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
unipesca04@yahoo.com.mx
Luís López
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
luis.paredes@gmail.com
Rubén López
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
rubenlopezbran@yahoo.com
Ivo Orellana
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
ivoorellana@gmail.com
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Francisca Barrera
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
licdabarrera@yahoo.com
Juan Campollo
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
unipesca04@yahoo.com.mx
Dennis Dieguez
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
dennisgieguez@homail.com

Jorge Ruano
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
biojorge@yahoo.com
Heidy Xalín
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación
hxalin@yahoo.com
Guillermo Rodríguez
Rianxeira América, S.A
mahuad51@gmail.com

JAPAN – JAPÓN
Shingo Ota*
Fisheries Agency of Japan
shingo_oota@nm.maff.go.jp
Takaaki Suzuki
Fisheries Agency of Japan
takaaki_suzuki@nm.maff.go.jp

Haruo Tominaga
Fisheries Agency of Japan
haruo_tominaga@nm.maff.go.jp
Hisao Masuko
Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association
masuko@japantuna.or.jp

MEXICO - MÉXICO
Mario Aguilar*
CONAPESCA/ Comisión Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca
mariogaguilars@aol.com
Michel Dreyfus*
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca
dreyfus@cicese.mx

Luís Fleischer*
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca
lfleischer21@yahoo.com

NICARAGUA
Armando Segura*
Cámara de la Pesca de Nicaragua
capenic@ibw.com.ni

Julio Guevara*
INATUN
juliocgq@gmail.com

PANAMA - PANAMÁ
Maricel Morales*
ARAP/Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá
mmorales@arap.gob.pa
Orlando Bernal*
ARAP/Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá
obernal@arap.gob.pa

Arnulfo Franco
FIPESCA
arnulfol.franco@gmail.com

CHINESE TAIPEI - TAIPEI CHINO
Chung-Hai Kwoh*
Fisheries Agency
chunghai@fa.gov.tw
Chien-Nan Lin
Fisheries Agency
chiennan@ms1.fa.gov.tw
Yi-Chi Huang
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
chiennan@ms1.fa.gov.tw

Shyue-Min Hwang
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
chiennan@ms1.fa.gov.tw
Peter Hung-Wei Ting
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
chiennan@ms1.fa.gov.tw
Wei-Yang Liu
Overseas Fisheries Development Council
weiyang@ofdc.org.tw

UNITED STATE OF AMERICA - ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA
Rodney McInnis*
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
rod.mcinnis@noaa.gov
Malcolm Stockwell*
U.S. Department of State

William Jacobson
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
bill.jacobson@noaa.gov
Jeremy Rusin
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
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edstockwell@insightbb.com
Randall Robinson
U.S. Department of State
robinsonr2@state.gov
David Hogan
U.S. Department of State
hogandf@state.gov
Judson Feder
NOAA - Office of General Counsel Southwest
judson.feder@noaa.gov
Paul Ortiz
NOAA – Office of General Counsel
paul.ortiz@noaa.gov
Derek Campbell
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
derek.campbell@noaa.gov
Heidi Hermsmeyer
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
heidi.hermsmeyer@noaa.gov

jeremy.rusin@noaa.gov
Martina Sagapolu
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
martina.sagapolu@noaa.gov
Brad Wiley
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
brad.wiley@noaa.gov
Sarah Wilkin
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
sarah.wilkin@noaa.gov
Christopher Dahl
Pacific Fishery Management Council
kit.dahl@noaa.gov
Randi Thomas
National Fisheries Institute / USTF
rthomas@nfi.org

VENEZUELA
Lillo Maniscalchi
AVATUN/Asociación Venezolana de Armadores Atunero
lillomaniscalchi@yahoo.com

OBSERVERS - OBSERVADORES
REPUBLIC OF KIRIBATI
Kintoba Teaero
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources Development
kintobat@mfmrd.gov.ki

Aketa Taanga
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources Development
aketatanga@gmail.com

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS - ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES
Cristobel (Kitty) Block
The Humane Society of the U.S
kblock@hsus.org

Rebecca Regnery
Humane Society International
rregnery@hsus.org

SECRETARIAT - SECRETARIA
Guillermo Compeán, Director
gcompean@iattc.org
Ernesto Altamirano
ealtamirano@iattc.org
Ricardo Belmontes
rbelmontes@iattc.org
Mónica Galván
mgalvan@iattc.org
Martín Hall
mhall@iattc.org

Brian Hallman
bhallman@iattc.org
Teresa Musano
tmusano@iattc.org
Nora Roa-Wade
nwade@iattc.org
Cynthia Sacco
csacco@iattc.org
Nick Webb
nwebb@iattc.org

*Comisionado – Commissioner
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